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to reach Teplitz. It is certain that if Mortier and Saint-
Cyr had carried out their instructions, the Coalition forces,
engaged in horrible roads and cut off from Bohemia, would
have been attacked in front and rear and forced to surrender.
Then the very persons who afterwards found fault with
Vandamme would have been loud in his praise.

However this may be, when Vandamme arrived before
Teplitz on the morning of the 30th, and found himself in front
of Ostermann's Eussian division, he attacked it vigorously; all
the more so that he saw an army corps descending from
Peterswald by the route which he had taken the clay before,
and had reason to believe that the promised aid from Mortier
and Saint-Cyr was coming. But the newcomers were no
friends, but two strong Prussian divisions under General
Kleist. Marching on Kulrn, by Jomini's advice, they had
passed unperceived between Mortier's and Saint-Cyr's armies;
owing largely to Saint-Cyr's indisposition to back up one of
his colleagues, and its influence in the present case on
Mortier. Neither stirred, though by co-operating with the
brave effort of Vandamme they would infallibly have brought
about the total defeat of the enemy. As it was, their
columns, infantry, cavalry, artillery, baggage wagons, were
huddled pell-mell in the narrow gorges of the mountains
separating Silesia and Bohemia. Thus, instead of the
expected aid, General Vandamme saw General Kleist's two
divisions, which straightway attacked him. Continuing to
make head against Ostermann's Russians, he faced about
with his rear-guard and attacked Kleist furiously. The enemy
was giving way at all points when immense reinforcements
brought their total numbers above 60,000; and Vandamme's
15,000 were so hopelessly out-numbered that he was com-
pelled to take steps for retiring on fche corps of Saint-Cyr and
Mortier which, according to the information he had received
from Berthier, he still believed to be at hand. But on
reaching the Telnitz defile, the French found it occupied by
Kleist's army, and their passage entirely barred. Our bat-
talion, however, led by General Corbineau's cavalry, which
even in this rough country had claimed their right to act asnt to the
